Common Misconceptions about Noncredit Instruction
The following list was developed during a noncredit work session to examine CB 21 coding and student pathways through noncredit. These are commonly identified misconceptions about noncredit instruction, faculty and students.
1. Noncredit programs are non-funded programs.
2. Noncredit instructors are dispensable.
3. Noncredit does not need full-time instructors
4. Noncredit courses don’t grade papers, don’t give out homework and don’t prepare anything. (Therefore they believe that 25 hours noncredit =15 hours credit)
5. Noncredit jobs are easier than credit.
6. Minimum qualifications of noncredit are less than credit instructors.
7. Noncredit equals the minimal minimum qualifications and generally lower overall
8. Noncredit faculty are K-12 teachers.
9. Noncredit programs do not bring institutions any money.
10. Noncredit serves a different, less caliber, student
11. Noncredit students are no serious and not successful
12. Noncredit = non-rigorous and non-academic
13. Noncredit has lower student expectations, no homework, no tests and no grades
14. Noncredit has lower standards (no accountability)
15. Noncredit is easy to teach because you don’t have to do anything
16. Noncredit = non-structural classes because they are open entry open exit
17. Noncredit = non-productive
18. Noncredit drains credit funding
19. Noncredit=non-accountable
20. Noncredit=nonacademic
21. Noncredit programs are expendable and not an important part of the mission
22. Noncredit  students do not have aspirations
23. Others have misconceptions of noncredit students who may have advanced degrees but are seeking some other training than an additional academic degree.
24. Others expect all Noncredit students to transfer
25. Others equate transfer as the only valuable outcome for noncredit or  they think all noncredit students seek to move to credit
26. Others think all noncredit teachers want to be credit
27. Others think noncredit teachers are unqualified to teach credit
28. Others believe –“Those underwater basket-weaving courses, those were all noncredit”
29. Other believe cultural competency, lifelong learning, lifelong health courses are of no value
30. Others believe noncredit should not be part of the CCC’s is not part of the mission and is not a real college.
31. Others believe noncredit students should be able to progress from one level to the next without repeating any level for any reason.
32. After all, there is only one academic pathway to college; most students don’t want to enroll in non-credit if they had a choice.

