De Anza College Math Performance Success Program

The Math Performance Success Program (MPS) offers students a team approach to success, particularly for those who have had difficulty in previous math courses.  Instructors, counselors and tutor/mentors collaborate to help students complete their mathematics requirements.  Students take elementary algebra in the fall, intermediate algebra in the winter, and a college-transferable math class in the spring.  Two sections each quarter of MPS classes are offered.

Students in the MPS Program attend class for two hours of instruction.  This instructional time provides both whole class activities as well as collaborative group work, with group work comprising about 50% of the instructional time.  The course instructors collaborate on the course instruction, using a common calendar, similar activities, and common tests.  Mentor/tutors are available during the class to assist students who have questions about the material.

A counselor is available for each class section.  The counselor and instructor work closely to ensure student success.  The counselor is available daily during class to talk to students regarding their grade to date, missing assignments and absences.  The counselor provides individual and academic counseling for students in the program.  Additionally, counselors conduct student success workshops throughout the quarter.  Workshops on time management, study skills, note taking, test taking, and organizing skills have become an integral part of the program. The MPS team of instructors and counselors meet on a weekly basis to plan program activities and discuss concerns related to students’ achievement in the class.

In addition to in-class tutoring, the program offers students group tutoring outside of class.  Each week, approximately 30 hours of tutoring are offered at various times throughout the day and early evening.  The tutors are trained to reinforce the methods and approach taught in the regular class.  For students interested in working with other students outside of class, study groups have been formed.  Whenever possible, a tutor also attends the study group to assist with student questions.

The program also arranges for guest speakers to visit the classes.  These speakers have included men and women working in technical fields, motivational speakers, and informational sessions on transfer agreements to the UC or CSU system.

MPS Program team members are dedicated to the philosophy that any willing student with the proper support and services can be successful in mathematics.  The MPS Program has served over 400 students in the previous five years.  



For more information, contact Herminio Hernando  (hernandoherminio@deanza.edu), De Anza College counselor, or see the MPS program:  http://nebula.deanza.fhda.edu/math/mpsp/index.html)
