Re-coding Project for CB 21 Courses Prior to Transfer
Frequently Asked Questions (English)
English 1. 
Our Eng. 100 is one level below college composition. However, CSU does accept it for transfer.  We did not get BSI funds for all of our Eng. 110 classes.  So does this also mean that Eng. 100 will not be CB21 coded?  If so, does that mean that the course that most naturally fits as two levels below college (and is not transferable) will still be coded at the two levels below and that we won't have any courses coded as one level below?
Any course that is transferable will be coded as CB21 = Y. However, you need to look and see if that course is coded as CB05 transferable or whether there are individual agreements. Even if your last English course prior to transfer equals CB 21 = B, the move to the transferable course would still be counted as progress. It is true that if your course one level below transfer is transferable, then it is one of the very few courses with such an articulation.
English 2. 
In the CB 21 coding for English there will be levels A, B, C, D and anything lower is Y.  Suppose a student registers and takes a course in English that is coded at level Y and is five levels below transfer.  Suppose at the end of the semester, based on instructor recommendation, the student moves to a level C class - skips level D.  Would this mean that because the student skipped a level that the student would not be recorded has making progress?

Any successful pass in a course above a previous level in CB 21 is considered progress. It does not have to be in order, i.e. CB 21 level D to C. If a student moves from four levels below (D) to two levels below (B) skipping a level it will be counted as progress. However, 'Y' is not a level but indicates "Not Applicable" and movement from Y to anything else is not seen as progress. To be counted in the progress cohort, a student must first be registered in a basic skills course, and then any progress to higher levels of basic skills courses. Skipping a level is still counted as progress, but only if it is within the coded levels and not a Y.

If you have an English course that is five or more levels below English 1A (this is equivalent to K-3rd grade English), you may consider placing two English courses on CB 21 = D level. You should also consider whether one course should be offered as noncredit English (up to five levels below transfer) or a credit ESL (up to six levels) or noncredit ESL (up to eight levels).
English 3. 
We have an English class that is considered one level below transfer.  The English class that is considered two levels below transfer is called "basic skills"; the English class one level below is not. Most students assess into English at one level below which was previously degree-applicable. Beginning this semester, it will no longer be degree-applicable. What happens to the coding and is it now basic skills?

According to title 5, courses can be either degree-applicable or basic skills, but never both. If the English course one level below is no longer degree-applicable, it should be recoded as basic skills. 
English 4. 
The graduation requirements raised to the equivalent of English 1A this semester, do I have to recode English 100 (one level below transfer) as basic skills?

No you do not. Title 5 section 55062 allows you to count one level below transfer as degree-applicable (which would be coded as CB 04 = degree-applicable; CB 08 = not basic skills; CB21 = A). However to complete an associate degree, students must successfully complete English 1A in addition to English 100.
English 5. 
What if we have many freshman English courses that are transferable, such as English Literature or Creative Writing? When students complete an English course coded as CB 21 = A and go to any transfer level English course, will that be counted as progress?
Yes
English 6. 
I see that the rubrics have reading courses prior to English 1A Freshman Composition. What if we have a transfer level reading course in Speed Reading. When students complete a Reading course coded as CB 21 = A and go to transfer level Reading, will that be counted as progress?

Yes
English 7. 
We have two English courses that provide the same credit and degree-applicability but are one level prior to transfer. The only difference is that the new course has less writing and reading in order to create less homework for the students. Should both courses be coded as CB 21 = A?

First courses that are coded as credit degree-applicable must comply with title 5 section 55002(a) with regard to academic rigor and intensity (e.g., requiring 2 hours of homework for every lecture hour in class). If the courses are both truly one level prior to transfer and are equally seen as prerequisites for English 1A, they should both be coded CB 21 = A. 
English 8. 
My department was forwarded the request to review the CB21 rubrics for noncredit English and reading courses.  We found the identification of a noncredit course on the English Writing rubric as two levels below transfer (CB21 = B) to be somewhat puzzling given that the same identification (two levels below transfer) is also given on the credit English Writing rubrics.  

The same values are used for all types of courses. Data elements interact with each other so that one element (CB04) defines the credit status and CB21 defines the course level for each course in the system. When CB04 = C and CB21 = B the course is recognized as a nondegree-applicable course that is two levels below transfer. When CB04 = N and CB21 = B the course is recognized as noncredit that is two levels below transfer. The noncredit faculty felt that the levels of all courses prior to transfer should line up. That means that if someone is teaching noncredit English that is one level below transfer, the instructor should teach the same skills taught in credit courses or the students will not have adequate skills. It does not mean that noncredit actually teaches these courses. However, in the Adult Secondary Education (ASE) where students are competing High School diploma courses, you would expect that finishing High School senior year successfully should prepare you for college level English. 
English 9. 
Any data on how many colleges are designating English courses one level prior to transfer (CB 21 = A) as degree-applicable?
Because previous CB 21 coding was not comparable across colleges, we have no idea how many English courses are both prior to transfer and degree-applicable. We will be able to get this kind of data after the recoding is done.
English 10.  Our school has two courses that we consider to be one level below 1A. One is a reading course and the other is a writing course. However, they are both housed in one department - English (we do not have a separate reading department). Can these two courses have the same T.O.P. code even if they are in the same department?
T.O.P. codes are not intended to be equivalent to the academic department/program for our colleges. That would be impossible as departments are defined so differently around the state. So using the reading T.O.P. code 1520.00 for the reading course (even without a reading department) and the writing T.O.P. code 1501.00 for the writing course would be best because it allows you to track both pathways into English1A. However, your researcher needs to be aware that all courses in the 1501.00 and 1520.00 T.O.P. codes should be reported as part of your English department/program. 

We suggest coding them both as CB 21 = A, but with the different T.O.P. codes. Check with your CIO and/or MIS person on campus to be sure your data system will allow this because it is the accurate way to code these two courses. There is no problem having the same T.O.P. code and CB 21 level for two different courses, but that means the data is not as useful for you to track progress as students go through the two courses prior to English 1A. You will need to find another way to track progress from reading to English 1A and from writing to English 1A. 

