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	Freshman Composition(English 1 A)

TRANSFER LEVEL
Source: IMPAC Document w/ minor revisions

	Write a unified, well-developed essay, consisting of introduction, body, and conclusion, with an arguable thesis and persuasive support 

Use a variety of rhetorical strategies, which may include argument, analysis, textual analysis, comparison/contrast, and causal analysis. 


	Analyze and evaluate a variety of primarily non-fiction texts for their rhetorical and technical merit, with consideration of the principles of unity, coherence, tone, persona, purpose, methods, and the effects on a target audience.
	Demonstrate a sophisticated awareness of audience using a consistent voice.  


	Organize paragraphs into a logical sequence, developing the central idea of the essay to a logical conclusion.
	Employ a variety of sentence structures consistently, using college level diction.
	Proofread, and edit essays for public presentation so they exhibit no gross errors in English grammar, usage, or punctuation.
	Find, read, analyze, interpret, use, synthesize & evaluate outside sources, including online information. 

Incorporate sources as appropriate.

Use MLA or APA documentation format. 



The transfer level writing course description was developed primarily from the IMPAC English Composition English 1A descriptor. The purpose of this project is to direct coding, not to comprehensively cover all curricular components; the rubric is both simplified and universal. 
Every course will not fit perfectly on the rubric. There will be nuances in local institutional practices. Therefore, courses should be coded where they mostly fit; realizing they may not fit entirely into a specific level. The goal is to code the courses in order to capture student success and progress in each higher level course. 
It is acceptable to have two courses on one level. It is acceptable to have fewer levels of English courses than described. About 50% of the institutions surveyed have fewer levels, but we wanted to give every opportunity to track student success in the other 50% of institutions that have 4 levels. 

Because the rubrics are not prescriptive we have not included details such as grammar and word count. This rubric is intended to guide coding based on general curricular outcomes, not as rubrics to grade students or to change curriculum. The rubric does not does not attempt to include best pedagogical practices (such as reading strategies and the writing process), these robust discussion should occur in local English departments.
The rubrics on the following pages represent those kinds of outcomes generally found in levels below transfer-level Freshman Composition.
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1 level 
below transfer

	Write essays including argumentation which integrate & synthesize course readings & are clearly focused, fully developed & logically organized

Produce in-class essays that demonstrate organizing, composing, revising, editing & time management skills
	Analyze and paraphrase texts, drawing a conclusion, making generalizations and analyzing arguments.

Apply reading skills to multiple texts.  

	Write essays to specific audiences using an appropriate voice for those readers.
	Formulate an essay with a thesis statement or central idea.

Organize essays in which the topic sentences and paragraph details support the thesis. 


	Construct sentences that demonstrate control of sentence variety and effective word choice, using mostly college level diction.

Uses strategies to tackle unfamiliar vocabulary.
	Proofread, and edit essays for public presentation so they exhibit limited errors in English grammar, usage, or punctuation.


	Identify & evaluate supporting evidence.

Demonstrate and apply an emerging competence with documentation methods and simple usage of outside sources.

	CB21 

2 levels below transfer


	Write coherent essays and paragraphs, about course readings and/or other subjects.
Demonstrate the ability to summarize, analyze and make a simple synthesis between two readings or ideas.

Complete in-class writings that demonstrate some organizing, composing, revising, editing & time management skills. 


	Read, identify, and summarize short expository texts for the purposes of writing and discussion.

Distinguish between fact and opinion, identify author’s purpose and recognize author’s tone.  
	Direct writings to a specific audience using a fairly consistent voice.  
	Construct writings with a central idea and   paragraphs that support it. 

Write paragraphs with supporting sentences that relate to the topic sentence.
	Recognize and begin to apply sentence variety and appropriate word choice.

Demonstrate an awareness of and emerging competence with vocabulary strategies.
	Proofread and edit their essays for public presentation so that they exhibit various high level errors in  English grammar, usage, or punctuation.  

	Use some outside sources and begin to use quotes to attribute those sources.

Differentiate between one’s own ideas and those of others.

	CB21 

3 levels below transfer


	Write short, topic-based papers with a main idea.

Write guided in-class assignments based on a variety of prompts that attempt to organize, compose, revise and edit. 


	Read relevant texts and learn to respond in writing with clarity and commitment.  
Identify the author’s purpose and conclusions.  

Express personal opinions about texts.  
	Direct writings to an audience considering voice.  


	State a topic and use details to support a central idea.

	Apply basic sentence variety.

Recognize the importance of accurate word choice.
Distinguish between standard American English and vernacular. 

Construct writings w/ mostly effective sentence structure.
	Proofread and edit their essays for public presentation so that they exhibit various high level and only a few gross errors in English grammar, usage, or punctuation.

	Use a variety of outside sources. 



	CB21 

4 levels below

Transfer


	Write short, topic-based assignments with a main idea.

Write guided in-class assignments.
	Read, identify, summarize & restate the main idea of the text in writing.

Identify the author’s write for different purposes with guided assistance from the instructor.
Express personal opinions about reading.
	Demonstrate the use of a writing voice.
	Use details to support a central idea.


	Recognize and imitate basic sentence models.

Use familiar vocabulary correctly. 
Identify slang.
	Write grammatically correct simple sentences.

	Identify a variety of outside sources.
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