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Academic Senate Wins ASAE’s 2009 Associations Advance America Award of Excellence
The Academic Senate for California Community Colleges of Sacramento, California, is one of only 21 organizations nationally to receive an Award of Excellence in the first round of the 2009 Associations Advance America (AAA) Awards program, a national competition sponsored by the American Society of Association Executives (ASAE) and The Center for Association Leadership, Washington, D.C.

The Academic Senate received the award for its work on the Basic Skills Initiative, a statewide effort to improve student success in foundational courses in English, mathematics, reading and English as a Second Language (ESL). This program is now in the running to receive a Summit Award, ASAE and The Center’s top recognition for association programs, to be presented in ceremonies at ASAE’s 10th Annual Summit Awards Dinner at the National Building Museum in Washington, DC, on September 29, 2009.

Funded through a Chancellor’s Office grant, the Basic Skills Initiative (www.cccbsi.org) is the largest organized project to address developmental education needs in the nation, working with all 110 California community colleges across the state and directly involving over 1,000 faculty. The Initiative is faculty-driven, drawing on the expertise of the Academic Senate’s members and colleagues and seeks to bring about institutional change in order to increase student success for the approximately 1.82 million basic skills students. The Basic Skills Initiative provides colleges with theory and practice and works to cultivate innovative and effective programs across the state.
Now in its 19th year, the prestigious Associations Advance America (AAA) Awards program recognizes associations that propel America forward – with innovative projects in education, skills training, standards-setting, business and social innovation, knowledge creation, citizenship, and community service. Although association activities have a powerful impact on everyday life, they often go unnoticed by the general public.
“The Academic Senate’s program truly embodies the spirit of the Associations Advance America campaign. It is an honor and an inspiration to showcase this activity as an example of the many contributions associations are making to advance American society,” remarked 2008-2009 Associations Advance America (AAA) Committee Chair Janet C. Gibbs, chief financial officer for Feeding America. 
The Academic Senate for California Community Colleges is a nonprofit professional organization for the faculty of California community colleges. It serves 60,000 faculty members throughout the state who impact millions of students annually. For more information, visit our website at www.asccc.org.
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